218         THE CHEVALIEE D'EON BE BEAUMONT.

Much of D'Eon's correspondence with the King at
this time was pseudonymous, the assumed name being
William Wolff. There is no probability, whatever, of
the subjects of it becoming generally known, but it may
be said that the Chevalier saved England, France, and
Spain from a ruinous war that was nearly taking place
on account of the dispute relative to the Falkland
Islands. This was done through his secret communica-
tions with Louis XV., to whom he represented the
worthlessness of those islands and their barrenness.1

Be Broglio's letter of May 11, given above, was
entrusted to Drouet2 for delivery to the Chevalier, the
startling report he made upon quickly returning to
France, as the result of his interview with D'Eon, being
immediately communicated by de Broglio to Louis XV.

c. , .1 must not omit to inform your Majesty that the
suspicions entertained on the sex of this extraordinary personage
are well founded. M. Drouet, who had received my instructions
to do his best to verify them, has assured me, since his return,
that he has succeeded and is able to certify . . . that M. D'Eon
is a female, and nothing but a female (fille), of which he has all
the attributes ... we must admit that this statement forms
the climax to his history. . . . He begged M. Drouet to keep
the secret, justly observing that if discovered his occupation
were gone. May I entreat your Majesty to be pleased to allow
that the confidence he has reposed in his friend be not betrayed,
and that he will have no cause to regret what he has done. . , .'3

Let us here note that although D'Eon was described
at this period as having a rather effeminate countenance,

1  European Magazine,  vol. xix.   The Falkland Islands were taken
possession of by Captain Byron in 1765, and garrisoned in the following
year.   Spain demanded their evacuation in 1769, which, not heing complied
with, the English in occupation were attacked and made prisoners.    War
was averted "by the King of Spain disowning the acts of his commander.

2  For this name, see p. 175.

3  De Broglie, ii. 556, note.iculties, which obliged him to live in a state of misery
